
tate unlikely to get money from Grace
By BOB ANEZ
The Associated Press

! HELENA — Filing claims in
I bankruptcy court is the only
! hope Montana has to get any
I money from WJR. Grace & Co.
: for costs related to health and
: cleanup problems created by

Montana must file a claim in bankruptcy court, McGrath says
asbestos contamination from
the company's Libby mine,
Attorney General Mike
McGrath said Friday.

But, with the corporation
already listing $2.5 billion in
liabilities in its bankruptcy fil-

ing, the state's prospects for
getting any money are slim, he
told Gov. Judy Martz.

• His comments came in a
meeting with the governor,
where Martz asked for updates
on what the state Justice

Department was doing to
ensure Grace, is held account-
able for the costs of health care
for Libby residents with
asbestos-related disease and
cleanup expenses incurred by
the state.

"What can do we do to get
them to bring long-term health
care and not let them off the
hook?" she wondered. "They
knowingly did this to the peo-
ple that worked in their compa-
ny and need to be held 100 per-

cent accountable for it"
McGrath said the state needs

to file claims in Grace's bank-
ruptcy case by a March 23
deadline. The claims could be
for compensation for state
expenses related to the
asbestos cleanup and for
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